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*More than ¢ more money

‘RIL needs new sohool ﬁna,nce System

" -?_ DAN!EL J. MKEE

N CRISIS it is wise to chng fast to .
‘our bedrock principles. Public edu- -

. cationin Rhode Island is in crisis.
L 'I‘he principle we must now rely on and

- defend is'this; Our schools belong to
" students, families and all citizens who': - _
- -ingood faith provide the funds to oper- -
. ~ate them. If we embrace this belief per-..
" “haps we will. awaken to our great re-_-

' : spon51b1]1ty

4 When achild comes. home w1th four :
F’s and three D’s on his  report card, re-, .
v sponmble parents ‘understand the ur- .

‘ " gency, rethink that child’s needs with:

*“out prejudice and, with excellent pro- .

'+ fessional advice, form a plan, of action.:
.- What .do good: citizens do’ when -

Rhode Island education receives four -

' F's'and three D’s? (*More Fs for Rhode
-+ - Island,” Journal, March 7). .

ported that the performance of -only

g near the top in taxpayer spending

A number of reports have been com-

rmssmned and published: The Rhode
'Island:-Public’® Expenditure -Council’s -

*. 2007 report, “Funding Our Future: An

Approach to Fund Education in Rhode .
" even the teachers unions’ report ac-
knowledges that “the costs are high-
coand performance seems lowfor the in-
‘vestment.” Rhode Island needs to start
‘looking at public education through a
different set of eyes and start challeng-
"ing the popular thought centered on

-Island”; the 2006 teacher unions’ re-

olicy Review.on Impraving Education

+ ple working very hard. Al of them con-

" tain -valuable mformatlon ‘None -of.
! - will continue to'embrace the below-av-
- erage resuit that status quo t}nnlcmg
. j:produceS/ : :
To date, Rhode Islanders have snn- o ;
“-sian, Cranston Mayor Michael Napol: -
itano and meoln Town Admmlstrator
'Joseph Almond. g T TR R

. 'Inthe U.S. Chamber of Commerce'
study “Leaders and Laggards,” it is re-.

one’ New. England- state .is “dismal: -
Rhode: Island which' ranks "16th. from_
the bottom, desplte consmtently finish-

. --_per stadent. So far, the response to
. ;-:;"these failing grades is not promising. . .
T . “has not been a well-reasoned debate

. port,“The Shape of the Starting. Line:A _

. in‘Rhode Island”; and the 2007 “State'
.-of Rhode Tsland Educatron ‘Adequacy
_Study”. commissioned by the General
Assembly 3 Joint Committee to Estab-
“lish. a-Permanent Education Founda—_"_
tton Aid Formula. All'of these reports
. ‘are the result of weil-intentioned peo-.

ne g
*;.'formuia and. ‘to find addltlonai re--
sources for spe(nai-needs students and

e -toms ofa greater problem and fa11 to
.-ask the hard questions necessary to
spark change

- What is striking is that people oper-
aung in good faith can nonetheless of-
fer us the disingenuous “solution” of

additional funding when, they them-~
selves surely must know that no addi- -
tional funding of any consequence is

forthconung from -the. state, and no

more money can be raised through lo-
».cal property taxes, -

‘Rhode Island g’overnment is now.

‘running -about $1 million in the red

_each'day. Yet, amazingly, all of the re- .-

. ports recommend fixing the . current
system by spending more money, and
none 1dent1fy the source of addmonal_

- funds:

"The General Assembly s mtentlons_

to freeze state education aid is very tell-

.. ing when you.consider that finding $20
million in the state’s $7 billion budget is .
- tion will. raise the funds and commis- .

like finding a mere $20,000in a munici-

pal budget of $70 million. There is no -
municipality in the state that could not
i ‘adjust its budgets, without raising tax-
“’es, to fund a program that cost less that
-one half of one percent 1f they deemed

itworth flmdmg
What is d:sappomtmg is that there

about a.solution that would both con-

‘tain the rising costs of education and
_raJse the performance of our students,

We have reached the moment when

the wishful thinking that the’ current fi-
nancial model can be fixed. -
Until we start asking what the 21st

- Century learning network would look

likke if we started it from scratch, we

ply Settled into-our old camps:-On the

 those who: ‘want to halt ..
ation,re-. -

gardiess of the social cost and on the
other those who want to increase in- ;
vestment in public education regard-
less of the economic cost. As mayors, -
or municipal CEOs, we understand -
that social costs are economic costs,
and vice versa, :

This is the reason we can no longer-
sit on our hands. It is not too drastic a |
statement to say that Rhode Island

‘sinks or swims on this issue; In good

conscience, municipal. CEOs cannot

.and will not wait any Ionger to welgh in |
_.on this issue.

‘The Coalition .of Commumtxes Im~ §
proving Rhode Island is led by mayors,
administrators and community leaders
who represent hundreds of thousands

- of taxpayers who need property-tax re-
.- lief. These communities can no longer
- afford to support publlc education n its -

current form...
Over the next six months the Coah X

sion a first-class research team to pro-
duce d report that will represent a mu- -

" nicipal leader’s. perspective on what;

needs to be done to address the crisis -

‘that our :communities and. Rhode Is-.
- land face. The completed report will be

ready for presentatlon at the 2008 Gen— -
eral Assembiy session.: |

- The time is right for a new report a -
Municipal Leaders Report, which

- -makes recommendations to create pol-

icies that contain educational costs and
improve student ‘performance.. Citi-
zens are ready. The General Assembly

 is listening. Change is inevitable. The

only question is whether, in the context
of the global marketplace, Rhode Islan-
ders will be its agents and beneficiar-
ies, or its victims. The only way-wé can
find the right answers is to begm ask-

ing the nght questlons

Damel J McKee mayor of Cumber-
land, wrote this on behalf of the Coali--|
tion of Communities Improving Rhode |
Island.. Other contributors to . this ¢o-

= Flumn-are Johnston Mayor Joseph M.

Polisena, Warwick Mayor Scott Avedi: -




